
Celebration Assemblies for all year groups took place 
between 16th and 23rd November 2011.  It was very 
pleasing to see so many parents, carers and relatives 
attending the celebrations.  The numbers of 
students gaining awards for 100% attendance this 
term rose significantly,  
Numbers of students reaching 100% attendance 

year 7       122 

year 8        63 

year 9       101 

year 10        87 

year 11        62 
 

 

 
December 2011 

On 29th November 

2011, we were awarded 

the prestigious Food for 

Life Partnership Silver 

Award.  This is the result 

of two years‘ hard work 

to provide students with 

high quality ethically 

produced food.  We 

have transformed our 

food culture with the 

objective of educating 

our students to make 

healthy food choices.   

We are one of roughly 

120 schools in the 

country to have 

reached this 

standard.  Thanks to 

Mrs Mason and  Mr 

Beswick for all their 

hard work. 

Celebration assemblies  

Food for life 

The Ockendon academy newsletter 

Special points of 

interest: 

 Celebration Assemblies 

 Jack Petchey Awards 

 Thorpe Park visit 

 Remembrance Day 

 Food for Life Silver 
Award 

BREAKING NEWS  

STUDIO SCHOOL – We are delighted to announce that we have been chosen as one of only 12 new 

Studio Schools in the country which will open in September 2012. For more information visit the 

Academy website. 



The Academy marked this 

very special occasion in a 

number of ways.  All 

students in lessons observed 

the two minute silence and 

teaching staff talked to 

students about the 

significance of 

Remembrance and a short 

history of the reasons 

behind the observation of 

Remembrance. 

10 Alpha 1 marked the 

silence outside in the 

Remembrance Garden and 

placed crosses by the roses 

which had been planted in 

2010. 

Ten students from 

Years 7 to 11 sowed 

poppy seeds by the 

side of the playing 

field to signify how 

the poppies grew on 

the battlefields 

during the First 

World War.  

Special assemblies 

were led by Mr 

Munday and Mr Hardman 

throughout the week. 

Year 8 have been reading a 

novel called ‗Two Weeks 

with the Queen‘ in their 

English lesson.  

To accompany this, the 

school hosted a visit from 

the company Stonewall, a 

charity who work for equal 

rights for gay, lesbian and 

bisexual men and women. 

The students were spoken to 

by a member of the Royal 

Navy, who explained what it 

was like to be in the armed 

forces and be a gay man. 

They were then asked about 

their thoughts and opinions 

about being gay, which led 

to some very interesting 

discussions. 

All the students enjoyed the 

experience and certainly 

gained a lot of information 

from it. It challenged them to 

think about something they 

had very little experience of 

and gave them some new 

ideas and thoughts. A very 

enjoyable afternoon. 
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On 3rd November 2011, 90 

parents and students attended a 

course  from 6.p.m. to 8.p.m. to 

help to understand how to 

support student learning in ICT.  

The course included a session on 

an overview of ICT and the 

European Computer Driving 

License (ECDL) qualification, 

Internet safety, the use of SAM 

learning and the remote 

desktop. 

Evaluations were very positive 

with 96% of parents rating the 

course as 

good or 

excellent. 

Year 8 Stonewall visit—English 

Parent  - ICT Course 

Remembrance day 11 . 11 . 1 1  



September 2011  

Winner - Tess Newson  
Tess is a conscientious 
member of her dance school, 
working very hard to achieve 
her Grade 3 Exam. She always 
looks out for fellow members 
of the Dance School especially 
when they are on external 
events; this is where she 
excels. She always cares for 
the younger members where 
some are as young as 2 years 
old. Her help and support with 
the younger members are 
amazing.  She does this all on 
her own initiative, she never 
expects to be recognised for 
this, she simply recognises 
when others need help. The 
Dance School has over 60 
students and every week Tess 
is there always guiding, 
supporting the younger 
members. Within this local 
community Tess has made a 
significant achievement by 
simply being herself with her 
kind nature. 

 
October 2011  
Winner - Lewis Kitchenham  
Lewis helped out at a local 
charity "Streetinvest" The work 
involved fund raising and 
focusing on producing a 
range of menu cards, table 
identities, posters, maps, facts 
and figures on Italy and the 
Italian culture. A letter 
received from Commander D 
Argent-Hall CEng Royal Navy 
to Mrs King praised Lewis for 
his outstanding attitude. 
Streetinvest raises money for 
children who live on the 
streets and on the margins of 
society in several African 
countries. The project is a 
charity supper night in our 
church's social club with Italy 
and Italian food as its theme. 
Lewis offered to help and 
produced an illustrated menu 
card, table identifiers based on 
scenes from Italian cities, 
several wall posters 
highlighting Italian products 

and culture, national flags, a 
detailed map, and the 
associated research on facts, 
figures and the language. All 
this resulted from his 
interpretation of an outline 
brief, the application of his 
imagination, initiative in 
research and dexterous craft-
work. Throughout he dealt 
with the Commander with the 
appropriate formality and was 
business-like.  
 
November 2011 
Winner - Jade Green 
Jade won the award for  
her total dedication to her 
sport of karate. She is currently 
European Champion in her 
chosen field and is ranked in 
the top 3 in the world in her 
division. She is so humble 
about this, finds the time to do 
school sport and coaches 
younger pupils in the 
community.  This is an 
outstanding achievement. 
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Jack Petchey Awards 

On the 18
th

 October 2011, a 

group of around 100 Year 10 

and 11 students along with 

teachers went to Thorpe Park 

on a Travel and Tourism trip.  

Students gathered a range of 

promotional materials to 

prepare presentations for 

completion of units to be used 

towards their final portfolios 

for the OCR Nationals 

qualification.  The day, 

planned by Year 10 option 2, 

was a great success and 

everyone enjoyed themselves 

and had a lot of fun. The 

weather held out and it was a 

lovely sunny day, although it 

was a bit chilly.  Some of the 

favourite rides from the day 

were: ‗Rush‘, ‗Nemesis Inferno‘ 

and ‗X:\No Way Out‘, but 

the ultimate ride of the day 

was… the ‗Tetley Tea Cups‘ 

that were enjoyed by all 

(including Miss Jarvis). Miss 

Nathan also really enjoyed 

the rides, apart from when 

she was soaked on the 

‗Rumba Rapids‘ which was 

hilarious to see. It was a 

brilliant day and everybody 

enjoyed themselves. Thank 

you to 10 option 2 for 

planning a great day out. 

By Clara-Jane Smith. 

Thorpe Park Visit 



On Saturday 29
th

 October 
2011, I participated in Tilbury 
Tightrope and The Slam Night 
(where you show off your 
talents).  It was an amazing 
experience for me which I am 
going to cherish for life.  I got 
to work with professional 
performers which was 
inspirational.  If you ever get 
the chance to work with our 
theatre, take the opportunity 
as now I‘ve done it I have 
been noticed as a dancer 

which means I‘m getting 
exciting opportunities as we 
speak. 
 
On Saturday 19

th
 November 

2011 I took part in my first 
ever street dance show with 
Streetvibes.  It was another 
great experience for me and 
everyone is so talented with 
their movements.  As well as 
this on Saturday 26

th
 

November I will be taking my 
Grade 3 dance exam in 

modern and tap and I am 
hoping to get the highest 
mark which is honours.  
 
Lastly if anyone would like to  
sponsor or support  us with 
fundraising or interested in 
volunteering with us please 
contact Sarah Curtis or Clara 
Jane Smith. 
 
Sarah Curtis 
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Kids lit quiz 

TILBURY TIGHTROPE 

This Term a group of year 7 & 

8 students had the 

opportunity to attend the‘ Kids 

Lit Quiz‘, which is organized by 

Thurrock Council. 

This is a competitive event 

with students competing 

against schools from different 

boroughs within Essex and 

Kent. 

Students were given mainly 

book related questions, and 

had the opportunity to win on 

the spot prizes of books, book 

vouchers and even money! 

Our students were divided in 

to two groups, with Team 2 

winning a book each for being 

the strongest group in a 

particular category. Max 

Tompkins also won a £5 book 

voucher for answering a 

teacher‘s question. 

The Library Team would like to 

congratulate the following 

students for taking part and on 

their exceptional team effort.  

All students involved behaved 

extremely well and they were 

a credit to themselves.  

Max Tompkins, David Smith, 

Jacob Finck, Olu Osikomaiya, 

Courtney Lee-Collins, Alfie 

Townsend, Ellie Leeks, Lauren 

Attawia & Melissa 

Kahrimanovic. 

Students from years 7,8 and 9 

did a fantastic job in all three 

nights of the ‗Totally Scrooged‘ 

production. 

After months of rehearsals the 

students finally got to show off 

their ability in Drama and 

Music and included guest 

appearances by several 

members of staff (including 

Mrs King). 

The Performing Arts team is so 

proud of all of the students 

that where involved in the 

production and can not wait 

to work with them all again. 

―totally scrooged‖ 



I gave my hair to a charity 
called The Little Princess Trust 
because I wasn‘t going to have 
all of my hair cut for nothing.  I 
found out about this company 
because my nan saw a girl in 
the newspaper who donated 2 
feet of her hair to the charity. 
 
Their website is:  
www.littleprincess.org.uk  The 
founder of this amazing charity 
is Simon Tarplee. The age 
range these wigs are made for 
are between 2 years and 18 
years old.  When I went onto 

the website, I watched 2 
videos which moved both me 
and my mum to tears. 
 
This process of wig making 
(out of real hair) makes the 
children‘s wigs look like they 
have actually got hair.  These 
are also made especially for 
that child, so it is very 
comfortable for the girl/boy. 
This is for anyone who loses 
hair, i.e. cancer and alopecia. 
 
Bethany Morton Kemp 
F-CS (Yr 7) 
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This trip provides a wonderful opportunity for students to experience what they have studied in 
the classroom first hand with a variety of activities. Details of the trip are as follows: 

 Destination:     Boulogne, France. 

 Trip dates:      Friday 15th June 2011 

 Visits:       Town trail: Boulogne walled city 

          Beach & Port 

          Cité de l‘Europe, Calais 

 Tour Cost:     £50.00 due 1st February 2012 

 Method of Travel:   Return coach from The Ockendon    
         Academy, Eurotunnel to France. 

 Items included:   Insurance 

 Items not included:  Student spending money (we recommend approximately €20.00 Meals. 

 Dress code:    Casual 

Students must have a valid passport to participate on this 
trip.  Those students that do not have their own passport 
may travel on a collective group passport –numbers of 

places for this trip  are 
limited and are allocated 
on a first come first served 
basis   

Any students who wish 
to take part should speak 
to their French teacher 

Year 9 French Day Trip – Boulogne 

Friday 15 June 2012  

http://www.littleprincess.org.uk
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Visit to All Saints, South 

Ockendon 

As part of a ‗Religious Passport‘ 

topic a group of Year 7 

students took part in an 

educational visit to All Saints, 

the local parish church; 60 

students spent part of the 

school day exploring the 

church. Rev Duckworth, local 

parish priest and Chair of 

Governors at the Academy, 

answered students‘ questions 

about Christianity to help them 

complete their activity sheet. 

Afterwards students had an 

opportunity to investigate All 

Saints for themselves – which 

they did with much 

excitement! 

The students enjoyed 

spending time outside the 

classroom and having an 

opportunity to visit a real place 

of worship as part of their 

Religious Studies lessons. They 

demonstrated their gratitude 

by presenting Rev Duckworth 

with thank you cards that they 

had made.  Miss Thompson 

Year 8 celebrated the 

achievement of one of their 

peers in last week‘s 

Celebration Assembly. Jasmine 

Clifford took part in the 

Chelmsford Festival for Drama 

and Music in September.  Her 

performance of a chilling piece 

called ―The Patient‖ ensured 

that she was head and 

shoulders above the other five 

competitors. She finished in 

first place showing that her 

hard work and dedication had 

paid off. During the 

Celebration Assembly Jasmine 

was presented with a bouquet 

of flowers and applauded by 

her year group for an 

outstanding achievement. 

Kelsey is a very talented young 

footballer who successfully 

played for West Ham ladies for 

2 seasons.  Whilst playing here, 

in her second season she was 

asked to play for and represent 

Essex County.   

Last year Kelsey won a Jack 

Petchey award and with the 

money she received, she 

wanted the girl‘s school 

football team to have their 

own kit.  Unfortunately this did 

not arrive until the end of the 

season but with a number of 

fixtures set up for this season, 

our girls are going to look the 

part as they run out onto the 

pitch.  Thank you Kelsey and I 

hope you enjoy wearing your 

kit. 

This season Kelsey was offered 

a contract with Colchester 

school of Excellence which she 

accepted.  She has also once 

again been asked to represent 

the county for another season.  

If this has not been success 

enough, she has just been 

selected to attend the England 

schools U15 trials on Sunday 

27
th

 November.   

We wish Kelsey all the very 
best in her trials and look 
forward to following her 
progress and success over the 
coming years. - Miss Kemp 

Kelsey Kiely England schools U15 Trials  

Year 7 visit to the church 

Festival for drama and music 



Jade Green – Bronze medal 
winner at the world Karate 
championships as well as 
Kaizen cup Kata champion. 

Jade Green in year 11 has 
gone from for strength to 
strength in her Karate.  She 
trains and represents the club 
Seitou Ryu Karate (SRK)  Karate 
is split into different disciplines.  
Kata are set forms of different 
moves that have to be 
completed in a set way and 
order focusing on technique.  
Kumite is the fighting side of 
the sport while the skills from 
Kata are used to outwit your 
opponent to win points.  The 
sport of Karate is graded to 
show experience and skill.  This 
starts with a white belt moving 
up to a black belt – the top 
grade.  Although black belt is 
the highest qualification this is 
also graded in difficulty. 

In December 2010 Jade 
graded to 1

st
 Dan in the senior 

division.  This followed by 
achieving 2

nd
 place in the SRK 

spring tournament in the 
individual kata black belt 
division.  Next came the SRK 
winter tournament where 
Jade achieved gold – 1

st
 place 

in Kumite and Kata in the black 
belt division as well as gold in 
the team kata.   

October 22-23
rd

 was the world 
championships in Turin, Italy.  
Jade had been selected to 
attend and like a true 
sportswoman was not happy 
with the 3

rd
 place she 

achieved!  Roll on 2012 when 
once again she will be going 
for Gold as nothing else is 
good enough.  With this 
determination I am sure she 
will succeed. 

Jade has taken part in 2 other 
tournaments since the world 
championships.  The UK 
National championships took 
place at crystal palace.  Here 
Jade won bronze in the black 
belt division of the Kumite 
competition and silver in Kata.  

Next came the Kaizen winter 
tournament.  Here Jade 
entered a number of 
categories and was successful 
in all of them.  She achieved 3

rd
 

place in both the junior team 
Kata and Kumite, 3

rd
 place in 

the individual Kumite, 4
th

 in 
senior female Kata and 2

nd
 in 

senior team Kumite.  This was 
all rounded up with Jade 
being crowned the Kaizen cup 
Kata champion.   

As a department and a school 
we would like to congratulate 
Jade on her success and wish 
her all the very best as she 
continues to take part in her 
karate. 
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Uniform requirements  

Please refer to your Parent Information booklet 

and the website for a full list of uniform but please 

note the following as recently students have been 

infringing rules: 

Please note that girls are not allowed to wear 

boots if wearing a skirt . 

Skirts are to be an ‗A‘ line skirt, no lycra allowed. 

Make—up is not permitted. 

Shoes and laces should always be black. 

Student Performance  
Student performances at recent 
celebration assemblies have been a 
triumph, with vocalists Ryan Jones, Tia 
Morris and Ashleigh Willmott, vocalist/
guitarist Jade Potterton and tenor horn 
player Katriana Poole.  The performances 
went exceptionally well, with positive 
feedback received from parents, visitors, 
students and staff.  We would like to thank 
these students who performed and look 
forward to the next time. 



Year  7   22 Excellents  Chloe DOWNES D-GR 
Year  8   26 Excellents  Leigh CAMPBELL P-SK 
Year  9   23 Excellents  Chloe CECIL F-OM 
Year 10   20 Excellents  Molly KASS - Mu-GW 
Year 11   21 Excellents  Hayley WHITE - E-LR 

Review and target setting day 

DATES FOR YOUR Diary 
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94.3% My child enjoys school 

  

100% The school keeps my child safe 

  

98.6% The school informs me about 

my child‘s progress 

  

93% My child is making enough 

progress at this school 

  

98.6% The teaching is good at this 

school 

  

98.3% The school helps me to support 

my child‘s learning 

  

97.1% The school helps my child to 

have a healthy lifestyle 

  

97.6% The school makes sure that my 

child is well prepared for the 

future (for example, changing 

year group, changing school, 

entering further or higher 

education or entering 

employment) 

  

97.3% The school meets my child‘s 

particular needs 

  

98.2% The school deals effectively 

with unacceptable behaviour 

  

97% The school takes account of my 

suggestions and concerns 

  

99% The school is led and managed 

effectively 

  

98.9% Overall, I am happy with my 

child‘s experience at this school 

  

Thank you to parents for attending the day and 
completing our parent questionnaire. 
The results were very encouraging; 99% of 
respondents said that the were happy with their 
child‘s experience at school and that the school is 
well led and managed.   
The results of the recent parental questionnaire are 
to the left. 
The results indicate the percentages of parents who 
agree or strongly agree with the statements.  Thank 
you to the parents who submitted their 
questionnaires.  We had a 41% return. 

 
ROLL OF HONOUR 

Dates for the Spring Term 2012 

3 January    Teacher Training Day 

4 January   Start of Spring Term  

4 January  Progress Reports home 

10 January  Start January  Written Exams 

30 January End of Written Exams 

  13 - 17 February 2012 Half term 

20 February Progress Reports home 

23 February Yr11 Parents Evening 4.00-7.00.p.m. 

1 March   Yr9 Parents Evening 4.00-7.00.p.m. 

2 March   Yr10 Geography trip (residential) 

12 March  Yr11 Mock exams week  

12 March  Mathematics week 

  02 - 13 April Easter Holidays 

Wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

From The Ockendon Academy  


