
The annual celebration of achievements arrived 

in June with our Awards Afternoon. It was a 

hugely successful day celebrating the success of 

our students.  The day is one which the students, 

parents and staff will remember. The 

introduction of new trophies for Mathematics, 

English and Drama only served to show how 

that the talent and success of our students are 

ever increasing.   Reverend Duckworth, our Chair 

of Governors, pointed out that this was the first 

Awards Afternoon as an academy and the 

achievements celebrated 

set the tone for further 

success and celebration. 

As usual the behaviour  of 

both the award winners 

and audience was 

exemplary.  Even more 

students joined in celebrating success with 

an unprecedented number achieving 100% 

attendance for this academic year.  

Following the award presentation the 

parents and prize winners shared an 

afternoon tea with staff and governors.  

All the parents were very proud and Mrs 

King said ôthis afternoon is always so 

special.  We get to celebrate the great 

achievements our students have made 

this year and I am very proud of each and 

every one of themõ.    
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Two Insight Days took place on Friday 

17th and Monday 20th June.  Students 

enjoyed a range of activities to support 

their classroom learning.  Year 7 went to 

visit a Farm; Year 9 went to France and 

London.  Year 8 started their Public 

Services qualification with Team Building 

activities, they also learned about Sex 

Education and relationships as did the 

Year 10.  Outside speakers 

took Year 10 to give them 

an insight into how to 

approach interviews.  Year 

10 also got ahead with 

the i r  Science BTEC 

qualification.   

Awards afternoon  

Insight days 17th and 20th July 
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Year 11 Design and Technology 

students worked very hard to 

complete their controlled 

assessment projects. The work 

consisted of producing a design 

folder and a high quality 

product.  Some excellent work 

has been produced by many 

students this year and we are 

c r o s s i n g 

our fingers 

for good 

results! 

On Friday the 17
th

 of June 114 Yr 9 

Students accompanied by Mr 

Berry, Mr Saura, Mr Messaoudi, Mr 

Djaghdjagh, Revõd Duckworth, 

Miss Bennett, Miss Russell, Mr Jose,       

Mr Johnson, departed the 

Ockendon Academy at 5.30am for 

Boulogne in Northern France.  

Travelling via the Eurotunnel to 

France, we visited the old walled 

town in Boulogne, the beach and 

the Cité Europe shopping centre.  

A great day was had by all, despite 

the bad weather arriving just as 

we headed down to the beach.  

For many students it was their first 

trip abroad, and the trip proved to 

be a huge success this year with 

record numbers of students 

participating.  

Photos from the trip this year will 

be on display soon next to Mr 

Berryõs room.  If you are interested 

in participating next year have a 

look at the new display next to L1 

after the summer holidays. 

PA G E 2  

Mr Keith Shipman turned 80 this 

term on the 14
th

 June. Keith has 

been working voluntarily at the 

school for over 20 years after he 

retired from his engineering career at 

Cargill. Nothing is ever too much 

bother for Keith, he is often seen 

building or repairing things for 

various people around the school, 

but spends most of his time in the 

Technology department working as 

technician and classroom support. 

Keith thoroughly enjoys working 

with students and helping them to 

craft their products. He can also often 

be found in the Poly tunnel or 

out with the animals, for 

example helping to trim the 

goatõs hooves.  

Several celebrations have been 

made to mark his 80
th

 birthday 

including an afternoon tea 

with all staff, a special lunch set 

out with balloons and cake. 

Also a collection that has raised 

enough money to send Mr 

Shipman to watch the tennis at 

the O2 in November. One of 

his greatest loves.   
     Happy birthday Mr Shipman. 

Year 9 visit to France  

GENEROUS GENTLEMAN TURNS 80 YEARS OLD! 

Technology ñfuture designers  

Parentsõ Information 

Booklet  

Please read the information in 

the Parentsõ Information 

Booklet you will also receive 

this week.   

One final reminder, all 

students should arrive by 

8:30am. on Tuesday, 6th 

September. 

Thank you 

Miss A Hutcheson 



On Tuesday 24th May the Year 7õs 

went to the Essex Police award 

winning project called ô2 Smartõ at 

the Basildon Towngate Theatre.   

 

The roadshow was previously 

called ô2 Smart 4 Drugsõ but due to 

the increase in other areas of 

crime, the roadshow now covers 

key issues around Bullying, Knife, 

Drug and Alcohol issues.  The 

students were a credit to the 

Academy and their families by 

their behaviour  and the way they 

got involved.  The roadshow 

featured some exciting acts, 

including the basketball player 

Nav Oojageer and also the Street 

Team, an urban freestylers act.  

On stage Rich Johnson performed 

tricks on his mountain bike whilst 

Kayzar Dance who specialises in 

hip hop style such as breakinõ, 

freestyle and streetdance really 

entertained the students and staff 

alike.  HENõs Theatre Company 

and Ollie the BBC host for the 

show really made it an all round 

experience of education around 

drugs, bullying and 

knives, with a 

challenge for the 

students to make 

good choices in their 

lives whilst at the 

same time it was also 

entertaining and very 

enjoyable.  So thanks 

to the Essex Police 

and the sponsors of this important 

event. 

Year 11 PromñTuesday 5th July 2011 

This yearõs Prom took place at the Orsett 

Hall.  Once again, a fantastic evening 

enjoyed by everyone.  New Year 11, start 

planning your outfit now!  

Mrs P Worrall 
 

tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƭŜƊ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ мм ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 
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PA G E 3  

Too Smart 4 Drugs  

The trip took place on 23rd June at 

The Thameside Theatre where we 

met with other Thurrock schools to 

discuss the books shortlisted for the 

Carnegie Children's Book Award 

2011. 

We were split into groups for the 

discussions and then each group 

nominated their own winner, an 

overall winner was then selected 

as Thurrock's choice, 

The winners were elected by the 

panel of judges from The CILIP 

Carnegie & Kate Greenaway 

Children's Book Award. 

The School was represented by 

M a x  T o m p k i n s ,  O l u m i d e 

O s i k o m a i y a ,  C h a r l o t t e 

Leatherbarrow, Jack Julie, Franklyn 

Gale, Molly Ward & Amber 

A r r o w s m i t h  t h e y  w e r e 

accompanied by School Librarian 

Mrs Atkins. 

We would like to thank our 7 

Students for taking part in The 

Carnegie Shadowing Day, our 

students had to read at least four 

out of the six books that were 

shortlisted for the Awards & attend 

weekly Carnegie meetings with our 

Librarian they also visited a local 

primary school and posted reviews 

on our shadowing website.  

Many Thanks 

The Library Team 

When did you last visit the 

SCHOOL LIBRARY? Come down 

and read some our many new 

books or watch a dvd. We are 

open until 4pm  

Carnegie Shadowing Day  

PROM 



PE fundraising  

PA G E 4  

Bag Packing Fundraiser 

The Ockendon Academy was 

raising money for their first 

Watersports Trip to Spain in 

2012 on Saturday 2
nd

 July. The 

PE Department organised for 45 

students to ôbag packõ at their 

local Sainsburyõs. This was an 

opportunity for the students to 

help out their local community, 

practice and learn life skills and 

help to raise money towards 

their trip. The students were 

encouraged to explain to the 

customers of Sainsburyõs why 

they were there and offer to 

help pack their shopping. They 

worked hard throughout the 

day and enjoyed the positive 

feedback they received in the 

form of donations and 

comments of encouragement 

from the customers and staff. 

The students were rewarded at 

the end of the day as they raised 

an amazing £750.00.  

The students will be heading off 

to Spain in July 2012 which will 

be a first for the school and the 

PE Department. The trip will give 

the students the chance to 

experience a number of 

Watersports activities, 

experience the culture of 

another country, visit Barcelona, 

the Nou Camp Football Stadium 

and enjoy the company of their 

peers. 

This is one of a number of 

activities that has been 

organised to help raise money 

over the course of the next year. 

The PE Department have 

already undertaken a 24 hour 

run, in which 130.6 miles were 

covered by 9 members of staff. 

The event was witnessed 

throughout the day by staff and 

students who continued their 

support by watching through 

the schools web cam and 

sending messages of 

encouragement on Twitter. 

Own kit weeks in PE and raffles 

have also taken place and future 

events are already planned. 

Anyone who wishes to support 

or donate should contact Mrs 

Maudsley at The Ockendon 

Academy. 

This nationwide event ran from 

the 27th June to the 1st July.  

The activities were organised by 

Miss Kemp and supervised by 

the Physical Education 

Department.  We had three jam 

packed days of activities, all 

linked to Olympic or Paralympic 

events, giving our students an 

insight into the challenges faced 

by the athletes competing in 

these events. 

Some were run in school 

including martial arts, pilates, 

yoga, fencing, capoeira, 

boxercise, hip hop dance and 

street dance.  All run by expert 

instructors in their chosen field. 

The other activities were run at 

Stubbers Outdoor Education 

Centre and included archery, 

kayaking, sailing, shooting and 

canoeing. 

The activities were both fun and 

educational and gave our 

students, and teachers,  the 

opportunity to try one or several 

new sports.  Teachers, students 

and instructors all enjoyed the 

activities and as always the 

Ockendon Academy 

students were fine 

ambassadors for us. 

Over 100 students took part 

during that week, either 

coming out of lessons or 

giving up their time after 

school.  We aim to run this every 

year and hope to expand on the 

sports offered this year.  We 

would welcome your feedback 

through the Physical education 

email: 
sport@theockendonacademy.com  

Well done to everyone who 

took part and made this week a 

huge success. 

 

The PE Department 

National School Sports Week  



Sports Presentation Evening 

The Ockendon Academy held its 

first Sports Presentation Evening 

on Wednesday 29
th

 June. The 

evening was hosted by the PE 

department to recognise the 

achievements of their talented 

sportspeople. The event took 

place in the New Hall and saw 

over 200 people attend to join in 

the celebrations alongside Mrs 

King the Principal and other 

special guests.  

Throughout the evening awards 

were given out for Most 

Improved Player, Playersõ Player 

and Coach's Player in 

each year group for 

Football, Netball and 

Basketball.  Notable 

performances from 

this season were also 

celebrated these being 

the Year 7 Netball 

team who won both 

the Borough Rally and 

Borough League and 

the Year 11 Boysõ 

Basketball Team who were 

crowned District Champions. 

The penultimate set of awards 

recognised the achievements of 

those students who have gone 

on to represent in their sport at 

district, county, regional and 

national level. The evening was 

rou nded  o f f  w i t h  t he 

presentation of Female and Male 

Sports Personality of the Year. 

These prestigious awards were 

given to Jessica Parlane and 

Thomas Rice, both in Year 11, as 

they have both worked tirelessly 

over their five years and have 

both achieved great success in 

their respective sports.  

PE Evening  

PA G E 5  

June brought about lovely 

weather, a Royal Wedding and a 

trip for year 9 to visit London. 

After arriving at Greenwich, we 

piled onto a boat for a cruise up 

t h e  T h a m e s  t o w a r d s 

Westminster. There were lots of 

things to see and the students 

were kept entertained with the 

commentary and busy with lots 

of activities. Passing many of 

Londonõs most iconic sights and 

statues, all the students were able 

to learn a little more about the 

capital.  

Once we arrived at Westminster 

(and after a quick head count to 

make sure nobody had fallen in), 

we began our walk. We were 

walking the route taken by Prince 

William and his new bride, 

Catherine Middleton, after their 

wedding ceremony. The walk 

took us down Whitehall, where 

we saw The Cenotaph, 

the Women of World 

War Two memorial and 

Downing Street. We 

then walked through 

Horseguards Parade, 

where we were lucky 

enough to watch the 

Changing of the Guard. 

After a quick spot of 

lunch in St Jamesõ Park, 

we had a  look round 

Horseguards Parade before 

heading off to the Mall. The red 

carpet-like road led us to 

Buckingham Palace where lots of 

photographs were taken. Finally, 

it was time to head back onto the 

coaches and back to school. It 

was a very enjoyable day and 

definitely taught us all some 

interesting facts we never knew.  

Year 9 Trip to London  


